The Early History of God: 
Ancient Varieties of Polytheism and Monotheism
Wed, 2:30-5:00
HC-W102
	T. M. Lemos
Professor of Hebrew Bible

Faculty of Theology
Huron University College

	E-Mail: tlemos@uwo.ca
Office: A225
Hours: By appointment
Areas of interest: The social history of ancient Israel; the history of violence; anthropological approaches to the Hebrew Bible; gender studies



Where does the idea of one true God come from?  This course will trace the history of theological and cosmological ideas in the ancient Near East.  We will examine ancient Israelite, Egyptian, Mesopotamian, and Greek conceptions of deities, the invention of monotheism in Egypt, biblical debates over monotheism, clashes over iconography and representation of gods, and later developments of the idea of one deity, including the Logos, the Trinity, and the problem of Satan.  The course will problematize simplistic ideas of theological evolution, demonstrating the variety of conceptions present both within and between societies, as well as the contradictions present within religious “systems” of thought.  The approach used to studying these problems will be historical-critical, and students will be expected to interrogate their own assumptions about religious texts and religious history. 
Prerequisites

This course is limited to MA, MDiv, and MTS students who have taken an introduction to the Hebrew Bible or New Testament previously, or to other students with the permission of the professor.
Course Objectives

In this course, students will:

· Gain familiarity with the religions of the ancient Near East, focusing on conceptions of deities, cosmology, and theodicy

· Evaluate and critique theological concepts

· Develop the ability to think creatively about theological problems and ideas

· Develop rhetorical skills through participation in a formal debate, giving a research presentation, and engaging in in-class discussions

· Develop the ability to write a research paper constructed in line with formal academic style 

· Develop the ability to generate a thesis and construct a well organized paper arguing for that thesis

Course Requirements

Class Participation


Attendance at all classes is both expected and necessary to succeed in this course, as is reading all of the assigned materials.  Students are allowed one absence.  Each absence beyond that will result in a ten point deduction in your course participation grade.  Regular lateness to class may also result in deductions.  I highly recommend that you participate in class discussions every class.  See more on this component of your grade below.

Assignments


You will be required to complete the following assignments: 


Oral presentation: worth 15% of grade; ten to fifteen minutes in length; on a topic 


of your choice as long as it relates to the course; must be on the same topic as 


your research paper; includes handing in a prospectus and annotated 


bibliography on the same day as you give your presentation; 10% of the 


grade will be for the presentation 

Prospectus/Annotated Bibliography: worth 5% of grade; prospectus for paper 

should be no more than two pages; annotated bibliography, in addition to 

prospectus, should include at least five sources, with 2-3 sentences for each 

source
Research paper: worth 40% of your grade; ten to twelve pages in length (ten to fifteen pages for masters students); on a topic of your choice as long as it is relevant to the class; on the same topic as oral presentation; hand in paper via email
Presentation of two readings: each is worth 7.5% of your grade; presentation should be roughly twenty minutes long and include discussion questions for class; student will present on readings from the syllabus below

General class participation: 25% of grade; half of the grade will be computed based 

on attendance; one absence is allowed, each absence beyond one will result in 


a ten-point deduction in the attendance portion of the participation grade; 


half of the attendance grade will be based upon participation in class 


discussion and overall engagement in the course, including but not limited to 


the following considerations: how well student presents in class when asked to 


do so;  how regularly student participates in discussions; whether or not student 

exhibits that he/she has done the readings; whether or not student is respectful 

toward professor and classmates; whether or not student speaks excessively, 
keeping other students from speaking or interrupting others; whether or not student’s comments demonstrate they have analyzed the material; whether or not student has completed whatever short homework assignments professor might assign; whether or not student asks questions in class; whether or not student seeks help from professor when he/she needs help.

Grading Scale:  

	Grade Range
	%
	Definition

	A+

A
	90-100 

80-89
	The student exhibits an exceptional and sophisticated level of achievement; displays a superb command of the material and can creatively apply it at all levels; presents an insightful and, in the case of an A+, novel view of subject matter. Arguments are both inventive and fully supported.  Writing is clear, elegant, mature, and completely grammatical, with few if any typographical errors.

	B
	70-79
	The higher end of this range indicates above average achievement; examines issues thoroughly and critically; demonstrates a good grasp of the material and can creatively apply it at most levels; arguments are usually well supported and display some novel thinking.  Writing is clear and displays no major grammatical errors and few minor ones.

	C
	 60-69
	The higher end of this range represents an average or somewhat below-average level of achievement and only a narrow grasp of the material; student is uncritical about tacit assumptions; arguments reflect the subject matter but evidence is sometimes insufficient or inadequate.  Writing is at times awkward, unclear, or colloquial in style.  A few major grammatical mistakes are present.

	D
	50-59
	Minimally acceptable, indicating little understanding of the subject matter and lack of awareness of critical and differing views; arguments are superficial and merely descriptive.  Writing is below the level expected for a university course, betraying a lack of understanding of the grammatical rules of the English language; it is informal in style and unvaried in diction.  

	F
	0-49
	Work is unacceptable, representing no comprehension of the material and a lack of ability to communicate even the basic grasp of the raw data presented.  It is possible the student did not follow the directions of the assignment in a major way.  Writing is far below the level expected for a university course.  


Accommodation

Documentation for either medical or non-medical academic accommodation must be submitted by the student directly to Faculty’s Dean’s office (or academic counselor), and not to the instructor. For the Faculty of Theology, all such documentation must be submitted to room A227.  It will be the Dean’s office that will determine if accommodation is warranted.

Support Services

· UWO Registrar’s Office:  http://www4.registrar.uwo.ca

· Huron’s Faculty of Theology, Office of the Dean: http://www.huronuc.on.ca/faculty_of_theology/info_for_current_students

· srice@uwo.ca, 519-438-7224, ext. 289

· Huron’s Writing Skills Centre: http://www.huronuc.on.ca/student_life/writing_services

· UWO Student Support and Development Services:  http://communications.uwo.ca/current_students/student_services.htm
Things to keep in mind

· Please read this syllabus carefully.  I will expect you to be familiar with its contents, that is, with course requirements, assigned readings, due dates, etc.

· Unless you request and receive permission for an extension, late papers will be penalized 5 points per day.  

· You are allowed one absence from class sessions.  After that absence, your participation grade will be lowered unless you can present evidence of severe illness (e.g., pneumonia, malaria, or cancer) or other emergency (e.g., death of a family member or your house burnt down).

· I expect you to bring whatever readings will be discussed in class on a particular day to class that day.  That is, if we are discusing “Atrahasis,” then I expect you to bring in a copy or print out of “Atrahasis” to class.  Needless to say, I also expect that you will have done the reading!

· I will send out emails regularly in this course.  I expect that you will check your email at least once a day.  Failure to check your email regularly will not be considered an excuse for failing to complete an assignment or for failing to do so according to specified directions.

· If you email me, please follow proper letter-writing etiquette.  

· Students are expected to treat others with respect in this course; disruptions and other rude behavior will not be tolerated.  

· Be more concerned with the quality of your work than with your grade.  A grade is an indication of quality, not the other way around.

· I do not grade inflate.  You will not receive an A in this course unless you have truly earned it, i.e., unless your work is of extraordinary quality, far above the level of most university students.  

· Do not send text-messages or emails in my class.  If I see you text or email in class, you be will be marked as absent for the day.  If I see you doing work for another course or surfing the web, you will be marked as absent for the day.
Books for Purchase

A Study Bible that uses the NRSV translation, e.g., the New Oxford Annotated Bible or the Harper Collins Study Bible.  The Harper Collins is available at the bookstore.
Stephanie Dalley.  Myths from Mesopotamia.  New York: Oxford University Press.  (Either edition is fine.)
Online readings marked with an *.
Course Schedule
Week 1
Introduction to the course; overview of history and cultures of the ancient Near East
Week 2
Cosmologies of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia
Read: Egyptian creation accounts and other brief theological texts*; Atrahasis (MFM);  Enki and Ninmah*;  Epic of Creation (MFM); Epic of Gilgamesh, tablet XI (MFM);
Assmann, Of God and Gods (excerpt)*;  Jacobsen, The Treasures of Darkness (excerpt)*; Lesko, “Ancient Egyptian Cosmogonies and Cosmology”* (optional)
Week 3
Akhenaten’s monotheistic “revolution”; The Deities of Canaan and Israel’s Canaanite Origins 
Read: Great Hymn to the Aten*; Redford, “The Monotheism of Akhenaten”*; Hornung, Akhenaten and the Religion of Light (excerpt)*;  Assmann, The Mind of Egypt (excerpt)*; Redford, Akhenaten: The Heretic King (optional)*; Baal Cycle*; Finkelstein and Silberman, “Who Were the Israelites?”* (optional)
Week 4
Biblical henotheism; Biblical iconoclasm and Israelite “popular” religion
Read: Genesis 28; Genesis 31; Exodus 15, 18:11, 20:1-6; Numbers 33:4; Deuteronomy 5:1-10, 32:8; 2 Kings 3; Habakkuk 3; Psalm 29, 74, 82, 89: 8-14; Job 41

Exodus 23, 32; Deuteronomy 6-7, 12-13, 20; 1 Kings 12, 2 Kings 10, 18-25; Hosea 8, 13; Kuntillet Ajrud drawings (distributed in class)
Noll, Canaan and Israel in Antiquity (excerpt)*; Mettinger, No Graven Image?, 135-143, 191-197*
Week 5
Biblical monotheism
Read: Genesis 1; Deuteronomy 32; Isaiah 40, 43:9-20, 44:6-7, 45-46, ; Jeremiah 10:1-16; 1 Chronicles 16:23-26
Halpern, “‘Brisker Pipes…’: The Development of Israelite Monotheism”*; Mark Smith, Early History of God (excerpt)*; Fox, “Concepts of God in Israel…”*;  Olyan, “Is Isaiah 40-55 Really Monotheistic?”*
Week 6
Theological crises of the Israelites
Read: 2 Samuel 7; 2 Kings 25; Psalm 137; Ezekiel 1, 8-11, 16, 36; Isaiah 40, 42, 52-53; Job 1-14, 38-42; Ecclesiastes 1-12

Week 7
Ancient Greek conceptions of deities and philosophical challenges to them


Read: Homer, Iliad (excerpts) and Odyssey (excerpts)*; Hesiod, Theogony*; Freeman, “Religion in the Greek World”*

Plato, Laws (excerpt)* and Timaeus (excerpt)*; Aristotle, Metaphysics (excerpt)*;  Wright, Cosmology in Antiquity (excerpt) (optional)*
Week 8 
Ancient Greek conceptions of deities and philosophical challenges to them (cont’d)

Read: Lactantius, “A Treatise on the Anger of God”*; Rist, Epicurus: An Introduction (excerpt)*; Colish, The Stoic Tradition From Antiquity…(excerpt)*; Attridge, “The Philosophical Critique of Religion under the Early Empire”*

Week 9: FALL READING WEEK
Week 10

Oral presentations

Due: Prospectus/annotated bibliography
Week 11
Apocalyptic Jewish theologies

Read: Isaiah 24-27; Zechariah 9-14; Daniel 7-12; Enoch (excerpts)*; 1 Maccabees 1-5; 2 Maccabees 1-10; Book of Revelation
Week 11
Tues, Mar 22— From Jesus to Christ



Read: Gospel of Mark; Gospel of John 1-3, 14, 15:26, 16:7, (chaps.) 19-21; Romans 1:1-7, (chaps.) 4-8; Galatians 4; Colossians 2; 1 Corinthians 8, 10:1-11:1, (chap.) 15; Philippians 2:1-13
Week 12
Tues, Mar 29—Monotheism or Polytheism?: From Christ to the Trinity

Read: Gospel of Mary*; Gospel of Judas*; Gospel of the Egyptians*; Irenaeus, Against Heresies*; Nicene Creed*; King, The Gospel of Mary of Magdala (excerpt)*; MacMullen, Voting about God in Early Church Councils (excerpt)*
Week 13
Catch-up class
Week 14

Tues, Apr 5—Final class discussion

Due: Research paper 
Appendix to Course Outlines:

Faculty of Theology Academic Policies & Regulations 2021–2022

Graduate

Student Code of Conduct

Membership in the community of Huron University College and Western University implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work, and live within it. Upon registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. While in the physical or online classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning environment of others. Please review the Student Code of Conduct at: https://huronatwestern.ca/sites/default/files/Res%20Life/Student%20Code%20of%20Conduct%20-%20Revised%20September%202019.pdf

Statement on Academic Offences

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf

Academic Appeals for Graduate Students

Students may appeal an academic decision or ruling in accordance with the appeal procedures set out below. Students have a right to appeal to their graduate programs and, if unsuccessful, to the Vice-Provost (Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies). Some decisions may be appealed further to the Senate Review Board Academic. The Vice-Provost’s rulings in academic matters are final unless overturned or modified on appeal to the Senate Review Board Academic (SRBA).

For the complete policy and regulations see: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/appealsgrad.pdf

Turnitin.com

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).

Statement on Use of Electronic Devices

It is not appropriate to use electronic devices (such as, but not limited to, laptops, cell phones) in the classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and distracting to other students and to the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected to respect the classroom environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic devices in class.

Academic Consideration for Missed Work: Medical or Non-Medical Absences & Accommodation

MA students who are seeking academic consideration for missed work or for a non-medical absence (e.g., religious, compassionate, or bereavement) during the semester should made arrangements with the instructor(s) in the first instance. To protect student privacy, details of the medical accommodation need only be disclosed to the Graduate Chair or Dean, who will communicate to the instructor(s) the necessary accommodation. Instructors may not request medical or other documentation from students. The Graduate Chair or Dean may require medical

or other documentation, and the student may be required to complete the Student Medical Certificate, available online at https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. Following a determination of accommodation, the Graduate Chair or Dean will contact the instructor(s) and the student who will then arrange a new deadline for missed work.

Health/Wellness Services

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.

Additional supports for Health and Wellness may be found and accessed at Western through https://www.uwo.ca/health/.

Accessible Education Western (AEW)

Western is committed to achieving barrier-free accessibility for all its members, including graduate students. As part of this commitment, Western provides a variety of services devoted to promoting, advocating, and accommodating persons with disabilities in their respective graduate program. Graduate students with disabilities (for example, chronic illnesses, mental health conditions, mobility impairments) are strongly encouraged to register with Accessible Education Western (AEW), a confidential service designed to support graduate and undergraduate students through their academic program. With the appropriate documentation, the student will work with both AEW and their graduate programs (normally their Graduate Chair and/or Course instructor) to ensure that appropriate academic accommodations to program requirements are arranged. These accommodations include individual counselling, alternative formatted literature, accessible campus transportation, learning strategy instruction, writing

